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General Information: Philosophy Of Music Experience and Education

In the Music Department at Cardijn College, we encourage students to engage fully in the community 

life of the college through the learning, understanding and creation of music. We recognise that 

musically minded students come to Cardijn College with a preference for an instrument, and we 

support them as they pursue their music passion. On top of this, we strongly encourage students with 

an interest in music to extend their experience of instrumental and ensemble learning. This may mean 

joining a vocal ensemble or learning an additional instrument suited to the ensembles we offer at the 

college. The Music Department at Cardijn College will always work to support, in whatever means we 

can, students immersing themselves in their music learning. 

The community building that takes place through your child’s involvement in Instrumental and 

Ensemble Music is essential to the life of all students at Cardijn College. We encourage as many 

students as possible to further themselves as young adults and embrace music in their lives. 

In the words of renowned Doctor of Music Education – Cheryl Lavender “The fact the children can 

make beautiful music is less significant than the fact that music can make beautiful children” 

Instrumental Tuition 

The instrumental tutors who work with students at Cardijn College are experts on their instruments.  

Instrumental lessons are conducted weekly during school hours and run for 30 minutes (lesson length 

and frequency can be negotiated by direct contact with the Instrumental teacher). Instrumental 

teachers provide a minimum of 16 lessons a semester. Reports are completed at the end of each 

semester to indicate your child’s progress. 

Instruments currently taught at Cardijn include: 

• Woodwind: Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone

• Strings: Violin, Viola & Cello

• Guitar: Acoustic, Electric & Bass

• Percussion: Drums, Tuned & Mallet Instruments

• Piano: Classical, Jazz & Contemporary

• Brass: Trumpet, Trombone, Tuba & French Horn

• Voice: Jazz, Classical, Music Theatre & Contemporary

Instrumental Music Nights* 

In Terms 2, 3 and 4 your child will be encouraged to perform at a Solo Instrumental Music Night, held 

in the Performance Suite at the college.  On those nights between 12 and 15 students, learning an 

instrument, will be given the chance to display what they have learnt in the past semester. These 

nights are a performance opportunity as a soloist as well as being a wonderful way for you to 

gauge your child’s progress in their instrumental tuition.   

*Please note: It is an expectation of the school that students who have tuition on their instrument(s) during

curricular hours at the college to participate in at least one of the extracurricular ensembles offered.

ENROLMENT FOR INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS CAN BE DONE VIA THE WEBLINKS AT THE BACK OF THIS 

BOOKLET, THE CARDIJN COLLEGE WEBSITE MUSIC PAGE OR THROUGH THE SEQTA NOTICES PAGE. 
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Ensembles and Groups 

Definition: ‘musicians, actors, or dancers who perform together.’ 

At Cardijn College, we offer a variety of ensembles and groups, to ensure your child builds up 

confidence in playing the instrument of their choice.  Ensembles are an essential part of a child’s 

music education. Being a member of an ensemble or group teaches teamwork skills and continues 

to develop and build on skills learnt in instrumental lessons. Think of ensemble training as a second 

free weekly lesson to support your child’s individual instrumental training. 

While students can be involved in more than one ensemble or group; (Vocal Jazz and Big Band for 

example); we do ask that students in Years 12, keep their commitment to a maximum of two 

ensembles or groups*. Students in Years 7 – 11 can be involved in more than two; however, this is 

done in consultation with and with approval from their parent/guardian. 

*This can be negotiated with parental/carers consent and understanding.

Each meets weekly, outside of academic lesson hours, (before school, lunchtime or after school) 

working on music, performed, at various Concerts, Assemblies and Liturgies. We see each of our 

ensembles as flagships for the college; our face to the wider southern community.  

• ABODA Festival

• Catholic Schools Music Festival

• Essentially Ellington Festival

• College Ensemble Music Nights

Many of our senior ensembles (Vocal Jazz and Big Band for example) are also utilised by our Year 12 

Students for the purpose of their SACE 2 course studies in ensemble playing. This makes the 

commitment to that ensemble by those students not studying Year 12 even more critical. Students 

who embark on the path of working in an ensemble or group should make sure they are prepared 

for at least a full year’s commitment of attending all rehearsals and performances**. 

**PLEASE NOTE: As groups are for early learners, they perform as part of our smaller soirees. 

Co-Curricular Ensemble & Group Descriptions

Chamber Players: this ensemble is for students who are new to learning clarinet and flute. The purpose 

of the group is to learn the rudiments of working in an ensemble while improving on music reading and 

instrument playing skills. Any student who is part of the instrumental program learning either instrument is 

encouraged to join. Chamber Players is a steppingstone to joining Concert Orchestra or Big Band 2. 

Saxophone Group: this ensemble is for students who are new to learning saxophone. The purpose of 

the group is to learn the rudiments of working in an ensemble while improving on music reading and 

instrument playing skills. All saxophone students are encouraged to join. Saxophone group is a 

steppingstone to joining Concert Orchestra or Big Band Two. 

String Ensemble: is the group that covers all things String! (Violin, Viola, Cello and Double Bass). This 

smaller ensemble supports those students who wish to work on their music reading and ensemble skills 

while improving their ability to play their string instrument. On occasion members of this ensemble will 

be invited to play as part of Concert Orchestra. 

Concert Orchestra: is made up of students playing woodwind, brass, and some percussion 

instruments. Students involved in this ensemble should have intermediate skills on their instrument, 

(Trumpet, Trombone, Flute, Piccolo, Saxophone, Clarinet, Euphonium). Concert Orchestra is offered 

to all students with previous experience on one of the instruments listed earlier. 

Big Band 2: This is the place for students with intermediate skills in playing Saxophone (Alto, Tenor, 

Baritone), Trombone (incl Bass) and Trumpet. There are also places for members of a rhythm section: 

Piano, Bass, Drums and Guitar. The focus of this group is to prepare students for an opportunity to 

play in Big Band One; by enhancing their music reading, ensemble, and instrumental skills. 
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Big Band 1: Entrance to this ensemble is via audition (which can happen at any time of year), and is open 

to students with advanced skills in the instruments of a Big Band: Saxophone (Alto, Tenor, Baritone), 

Trombone (incl Bass), Trumpet and rhythm section: Piano, Bass, Drums and Guitar. Big Band One is one of 

the flagships of our co-curricular instrumental program. Occasionally vocalists can work with Big Band 

One. 

Cardinal Blues: Entrance to this ensemble is via audition (which can happen at any time of year) and is 

open to students with advanced skills on the instruments of a Jazz Combo: Saxophone (Alto, Tenor, 

Baritone), Trombone (incl Bass), Trumpet and rhythm section: Piano, Bass, Drums and Guitar as well as a 

dedicated vocalist. Cardinal Blues students get to work on skills in improvisation and creative 

arrangement. Cardinal Blues is the second of the flagships of our co-curricular instrumental program.   

Cardijn Rock: This is our college Rock Band that works on music from the Australian Rock Book. Open to 

students from Year 7 – 9 who have a passion for rock music.  Rock Band is comprised of: Vocalist(s), Guitar 

(Rhythm, Lead & Bass), Keyboard & Drums. Saxophone students are also invited to try out for this 

ensemble. There is a selection process for this group which happens in Week 3 Term One as numbers are 

limited. 

Cardijn Drum Line: This is the ensemble where beginners to drumming can learn the finer techniques in 

reading and playing as a percussion ensemble. Drum Line members learn various drum line patterns and 

work with instruments that can be used in marching formations. Cardijn Drum Line will be the foundation 

of Cardijn Marching Brass in 2022. 

Cardijn Modern Guitar: Is the college acoustic guitar ensemble that works on modern guitar 

arrangements developed for student ensemble playing. The group is designed to work with all levels of 

ability simultaneously and encourages students of acoustic guitar to extend their playing and 

repertoire while developing ensemble skills. 

Middle School Vocal Ensemble: this group caters to students in years 7 – 9 who would like to learn how to 

sing in two and 3-part harmony. Development of good blend and ensemble singing while understanding 

the direction of a conductor are learnt in this ensemble; But don’t let that scare you, it is also heaps of fun! 

This group will, on occasion, join with the Senior Vocal ensemble to form Chorale. No experience necessary 

just no time wasters please! Any student is welcome to come and join. 

Senior Vocal Ensemble: This ensemble caters for students in Years 9 – 12 who want to try their hand at some 

4-part harmony and as such is a good training ground for students looking to audition in future years for 
Vocal Jazz.  The repertoire is centred around Music Theatre and Cabaret but occasionally they perform 
some Modern Pop. No experience necessary just no time wasters please! Any student is welcome to come 
and join.

Vocal Jazz: This is a small vocal group of up to 12 students who work on close jazz harmonies and 

specialist vocal techniques for experienced vocalists. Entrance to Vocal Jazz is via audition held in 

Term 4 and is only open to students who have completed at least one full year in ensemble.  

R.E.A.L.M.S.: is considered a leadership instrumental and vocal group dedicated to leading the music at 

major school and house liturgies. This group rehearse during school hours, on the understanding that they 

will remain committed to leading the singing at liturgies until the end of the year. This ensemble is only 

open to students in years 7 – 10. 

Check 1,2 Crew: so, you’re a student with an interest in music and performance but not the interest in playing 

an instrument? Then Check 1,2 is the crew for you! Check 1,2 gathers on a regular basis to look at what 

happens behind the scenes in a music performance. Check 1,2 works on the stage, sound and vision setup, 

front of house sound live streaming and prerecords. Students in this group are guided by past Certificate 3 

VET Sound production students who will train up others in the skills of the live performance mix as well as 

outside broadcast (streaming). These students will run sound, vision and where required streaming at 

assemblies, performances, and liturgies throughout the year. 
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Ensemble Information 
Commencement of Rehearsals 

In the first two weeks of Term 1, and in the first week of subsequent terms, students are invited to join the 

ensemble or group of their choice.  This is communicated to all the students in the college via SEQTA notices. 

Commitment to Attendance 

There is no cost to be a member of an ensemble or group at Cardijn College, except your time. * 

Students are committing themselves for a full year of participating. Ensembles and groups meet weekly out of 

school hours for either sixty or ninety minutes and attendance is taken, by the director of the ensemble or 

group, at each rehearsal. Students commit themselves to participating at every performance opportunity. 

This may include out of school hours and holiday performances. 

*Students in Ensembles (other than CHECK 1,2, CREW, R.E.A.L.M.S. & Groups) are required to purchase a Performance

Uniform at a cost of $75. These are necessary for official performances. These can be purchased via College Admin.

Rehearsal and Performance Non-Attendance 

Directors must be advised in advance, by note from a parent or via email to music@cardijn.catholic.edu.au 

that a member is unable to attend.  Emails to this address will then be forwarded to both the Music Assistant 

and the Director. 

Should a child not attend, and no reason is given, the parent/guardian of that child will be contacted to 

advise of the absentee. Absentee notes and messages must come from a parent/guardian, not the child. 

Any student who misses several rehearsals (determined by the director), without just cause; and/or are found 

not to be contributing positively; will be asked to discontinue being a member by the director.   

Return is not guaranteed, and the director’s decision is final. 

ENROLMENT AND COMMITMENT TO ENSEMBLES CAN BE DONE VIA THE WEBLINKS AT THE BACK OF THIS 

BOOKLET, THE CARDIJN COLLEGE WEBSITE MUSIC PAGE OR THROUGH THE SEQTA NOTICES PAGE. 

Performance Uniforms 
All ensemble members** are required to own a performance uniform in time for their first Open 

Night/Music Night performance as part of their ensemble commitment (if your child is a member of 

REALMS and no other ensemble, they do not need a performance uniform). 

The uniform is comprised of a specially monogrammed black tailored shirt and tie.  Students are required 

to supply their own black dress trousers and leather lace up shoes and black socks to compliment the top.  

Uniforms are purchased by the college from the supplier on an ‘as needed’ basis and have a lead-time of 

about a fortnight.  Performance uniforms are available for purchase from the finance department the 

2022 price is $75 for shirt and tie.  

Sizes held in stock generally range from Female 8 - 22 and Male S - XXL (other sizes can be ordered upon 

request and payment). The uniform design is a traditional 'Slim Fit Cut’, those students wanting a ‘Looser Fit’ 

should order one size larger than normal.  Payment can be made by cheque, cash or credit card and 

uniforms will be distributed to students and their family/carer upon full receipt of payment. 

** Please note that CHECK 1,2, CREW, Group Members and R.E.A.L.M.S. Members do not require performance uniforms. 

mailto:music@cardijn.catholic.edu.au
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Instrumental Lesson Information 

Commencement of Lessons 

Parents/Carers who wish to enrol their child in private instrumental lessons can find a link to the 

enrolment form at the end of this document, or in SEQTA Notices. 

To enrol your child, simply complete the enrolment form online and press submit. This information is 

immediately sent on through to the music department for processing. Lessons will commence within a 

week of submitting the enrolment. Students and parents will be advised of lesson times via the SEQTA 

platform.  You will also be given the direct contact number for your instrumental teacher should the 

need arise (see later). Instrumental lesson contract is for the life of the school year and must be 

renewed each year by submitting an Instrumental Lessons Enrolment. 

Lesson Charge 

Each instrumental teacher charges at different rates ranging from between $30 -$35 per half hour of 

individual tuition; prices are available upon enquiry to the instrumental teacher. 

Payment Method 

Payment is to be made directly to the instrumental teacher every term. The method of payment may 

differ for each instrumental teacher. Tuition fees must be paid in full on receipt of the account and BY 

THE DUE DATE ON THE ACCOUNT.  Subsequent missed lessons will not be refunded or made up whilst 

waiting for payment. Always contact the instrumental teacher directly for any payment concerns prior 

to the due date of the account. Failure to make payment or to make payment arrangements with the 

instrumental teacher may result in the cancellation of tuition until the balance is paid.   

Lesson Attendance and Non-Attendance 

Instrumental Teachers earn their living through teaching your child. Instrumental students must attend all 

scheduled lessons unless it conflicts with a school examination or excursion. Should there be a time 

conflict with a lesson, the student or parent guardian must advise the instrumental teacher at least 24 

hours before the clash to arrange a suitable rescheduling of the lesson. 

If a student is sick, the instrumental teacher must be contacted by no later than 8 am on the day of the 

lesson by the parent/guardian. Instrumental teachers are under no obligation to refund lessons that are 

missed without suitable notice from students, parents and guardians.  Should a child miss a lesson 

without explanation, the instrumental teacher will contact the parent or guardian on the day of the 

lesson using the number held by the school. 

Discontinuing Lessons 

A student may discontinue lessons only after consultation between a parent/guardian, Instrumental 

Teacher and the Co-curricular Music Coordinator. Notice in writing is required before the end of the 

term; otherwise, the next term’s lessons must be paid for. NO refund applies for both lessons and 

instrument hire when a student discontinues instrumental lessons. Instrumental Music Bursaries are 

immediately cancelled on discontinuing lessons. 

The Music Department or College may cancel the contract at any time if the student or their 

parent/guardian fails to comply with the conditions detailed above. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC BURSARIES 

Each year the School Board offers a limited number of Music Bursaries to assist families dealing with 

financial hardship in meeting their financial commitment to music tuition provided by Instrumental Music 

Teachers and/or the financial commitment to the hire of instruments for the instrumental student.  

The Instrumental Bursary will be awarded to the families who: 

1. experience and demonstrate extreme financial difficulty when paying for instrumental lessons

2. have a child who shows a keen interest in Music and is putting in the necessary consistent practice

3. have a child who is intending to continue Music (as a subject) through to the senior years

4. are involved in the Co-Curricular Music Ensembles at Cardijn College or would wish to be

5. are prepared to financially support their child in the remaining cost of music tuition and/or instrument

hire.

Parents, Guardians and Students who wish to apply for an Instrumental Music Bursary for 2022, can find a 

link to the form in the Notices Section of their SEQTA homepage in the first three weeks of the college year. 

An email will be sent with the link for application for Bursary upon receipt of an instrumental 

lesson enrolment form. You will be advised of the result of the application by Week 5 of Term 1. 

Instrument Hire 
If your child has chosen to have lessons on an instrument, that you currently do not own, you have 

several options.  You may decide to: 

• purchase the instrument

• borrow one from a friend

• request to hire a DB Music solutions instrument through Cardijn College.

• hire an instrument directly from a private music store.

Instrument hire from Cardijn College 

Cardijn College offers a hire service on a limited demand, due to the small number of instruments we 

own.  We charge a minimal fee of $280 per year for College Instruments, (not those hired in by the 

college) to cover basic service costs on that instrument. 

If, through negligence, the instruments require ANY further services throughout the year, you, as the 

hirer, will be expected to cover the cost.  Please note:  If the instruments are taken care of responsibly 

and are not dropped, knocked, or left in extreme weather conditions, then they only require a yearly 

service with minor adjustments to keep in peak condition, this is done by the college.  

If we need to hire an instrument from an external source for a student (DB Instruments) the cost of that 

hire is passed directly onto the carers of the student. Cardijn College has negotiated very competitive 

hire costs through DB Instruments. (hire charges follow) 

To register your interest in hiring a Cardijn instrument, please fill out the College Instrument Hire Form the 

link to which can be found at the end of this document. 

Questions regarding instrumental hire through the college can go to Music@cardijn.catholic.edu.au . 

mailto:Music@cardijn.catholic.edu.au
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CARE OF INSTRUMENT 

• When brought to school, instruments must be placed in an allocated Student Instrument Locker.

• Privately owned instruments need to be privately insured, whereas School Hire Instruments are

insured against theft, fire and accidental damage, however, an excess of $500 applies which is

covered by the carers hiring the instrument.

• Instruments in use by a student must have the student’s name and address clearly visible (such as a

key tag or luggage label)

External Hire – DB Instruments 
(via Cardijn College) 

2022 School Hire Price List 

Flute  $65.00/term + GST 

Bent-head Flute   $80.00/term + GST 

Piccolo   $80.00/term + GST 

Clarinet  $65.00/term + GST 

Trumpet  $65.00/term + GST 

Trombone Bb  $65.00/term + GST 

Trombone Bb/F   $130.00/term + GST 

Alto Saxophone   $135.00/term + GST 

Tenor Saxophone  $160.00/term + GST 

Soprano Saxophone $160.00/term + GST 

Euphonium  $205.00/term + GST 

Oboe (not low Bb)  $215.00/term + GST 

French Horn (in F)  $185.00/term + GST 

Bass Clarinet  $195.00/term + GST 

Violin $50.00/term + GST 

Viola  $55.00/term + GST 

Cello $105.00/term + GST 

Double Bass (1/2 size) $205.00/term + GST 

Acoustic Guitar   $45.00/term + GST 

Keyboard (61 key)  $50.00/term + GST 

Electric Guitar + amp $70.00/term + GST 

Bass Guitar + amp  $75.00/term + GST 

BEING ASSIGNED AN INSTRUMENTAL LOCKER 

We provide individual Music Lockers for those students; studying an instrument or who participate in an 

ensemble. Lockers are available for a full year or while the student requires it for the safe storage of their 

instrument. The conditions and application for a music locker can be completed online via the link 

found at the back of this document.  

If you require a locker, please complete and return at the time of enrolling in instrumental lessons. 

INSTRUMENT HIRE AND REGISTERING FOR AN INSTRUMENT LOCKER FOR 2022 CAN BE DONE 

VIA THE WEBLINKS ON THE FINAL PAGE OF HIS BOOKLET, THE CARDIJN COLLEGE WEBSITE 

MUSIC PAGE OR THROUGH THE SEQTA NOTICES PAGE. 
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ONLINE FORM LINKS 

2022 Private Instrumental Lessons Information and Enrolment 

https://tinyurl.com/CardijnPvtLessons2022 

2022 Music Instrument Hire Form 

https://tinyurl.com/CardijnInstrumentHire2022 

2022 Music Instrument Locker Booking Form 

https://tinyurl.com/CardijnLockerBooking2022 

2022 Music Performance Uniform Information 

https://tinyurl.com/CardijnMusicUniform2022 

2022 Ensemble (Instrumental & Vocal) Information and Sign Up 

https://tinyurl.com/CardijnEnsemble2022 

2022 Leadership Group Information and Sign Up (R.E.A.L.M.S. & Check 1,2 Crew) 

https://tinyurl.com/CardijnMusLeadership2022 

2022 Music Bursary Application 

https://tinyurl.com/CardijnMusBursary2022 

https://tinyurl.com/CardijnPvtLessons2022
https://tinyurl.com/CardijnInstrumentHire2022
https://tinyurl.com/CardijnLockerBooking2022
https://tinyurl.com/CardijnMusicUniform2022
https://tinyurl.com/CardijnEnsemble2022
https://tinyurl.com/CardijnMusLeadership2022
https://tinyurl.com/CardijnMusBursary2022



